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"0 Romeo, Romeo, wherefore art thou Romeo?"

Historical Context

It is generally believed that the play is based on a real Italian love story from the 3rd Century.
The ‘real families’ are the Capeletti and the Montecci families. Shakespeare wrote his version in
1594 which was based on Arthur Brooke’s poem of 1562.

The play is a tragedy which means it reveals how extreme passion can lead to disaster: “violent
delights have violent ends.” - Friar Lawrence

Many aspects of Shakespeare’s plays would have been very familiar to Elizabethan audiences:
street fights and brawls; violence and death; masked balls and dances; potions and medicines in
apothecaries’ shops; strong male friendships. Patriarchal attitudes and authority; the roles and

responsibilities of children and attitudes towards family; the Plague, religion and attitudes
towards death are all significant throughout the play.




